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This past summer was busy and very productive. Tribal member, Gilbert Garcia joined the project as a trainee in April, he is such a great young man and a hard worker who has really taken to the work. We are planning to keep him on as long as funding permits. We also had three other trainees, Sky Kaydahzinne, also a Tribal member who is still in high school left after working just during his summer break. Ethan Brown a member of the Navajo Nation worked five weeks until his father had health problems and needed him to be a fulltime caregiver.  Tribal member, Jeffrey Mendez also joined us for a month or so but decided not to continue on with the project. 

Once again Carroll Vann, owner of CVE Machine and Welding volunteered to lend his expertize by coming up and inspecting the failing concrete arch above the huge west exterior window. After some discussion we decided to have him build a steel arch to match the one on the interior side of the window. Carroll  donated the steel, built the arch and had two of his men come to help us install it. It is people like Carroll who are our heroes. 
Most of the summer was spent on repointing the west exterior wall and working with the trainees. The cold weather forced the crew inside before they were able to finish the west exterior wall around the entryway. They will finish that section next spring, thus completing the total exterior of the building.

Each year we get requests from different groups that are interested in coming to Mescalero to experience the culture and do some volunteer work. This past summer a Youth Group along with some adult chaperones came for a week from the All Saints Episcopal Church in Austin, TX. This group worked hard on the bank in front of the church, pulling weeds and then spreading new woodchips that were donated by the Mescalero Tribal Sawmill. We are grateful for the help and the landscaping looks great. The group also enjoyed talks from some of our experts on the history, traditions and culture of the Apache people. They enjoyed some of our traditional food and interacting with our youth. 

We also had a few people who needed to complete community service come and do some of the work that it is hard to find time to do. Over the years we have had many people volunteer to do actual re-pointing work and we are most grateful for them. Other volunteers come in to help with our mailings and Lynda Sanchez is currently helping with our archiving. If you are interested in volunteering, please feel free to contact us.
 
In September we dedicated another stained glass window.  This window was donated by Clarice Rocha and her family in honor of the Rocha family. Clarice is a member of the choir at St. Joseph Apache Mission and so it was a perfect pick that the family chose the window honoring St. Cecilia, the patroness of musicians. The window was placed above where the choir sings in the sanctuary. 


Teresa Thompson is the artist who has made all but one of the windows in the church. Teresa is well sought after for her work and is currently working on our small windows in between the huge panels that she is under contract with Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic church in Roswell, NM. The next window that she will be working on for us will be St. Katherine Drexel. Saint Katherine was born in 1858, into a prominent Philadelphia family, Katherine became imbued with love for God and neighbor. She took an avid interest in the material and spiritual well-being of black and Native Americans. Many of our parishioners went to her schools when they were young and some went on to graduate from St. Katherine’s High School in Santa Fe, NM. This is a special window with deep meaning for us and we are looking forward to including a St. Katherine Drexel window in the church.

The 12th Annual Raffle was rather successful raising just under $18,000 as our net. We are delighted by the support. The prizes were top quality once again! We are very grateful for all the people who donated the prizes. These raffles would not be possible without the help of the dedicated Committee Members who help Mary Serna with the letter stuffing and mailing of the raffle tickets.

The winner of $1,000 donated by friends of the project was David Moss from Las Cruces, NM. Inn of the Mountain Gods stay was won by VFW Post 6917 in Las Cruces, NM. The Ruidoso Get-Away donated by Pinecliff Village Resort in Ruidoso and the Links Golf Course was won by Angela Marsh from Van Buren, IN. Karen Tillman from Ruidoso, NM won the Cloudcroft Get-away donated by The Lodge in Cloudcroft. Dorothy Martin from Sun City, CA won the SouthWest Airfare and $500. The framed Mel Herrera Crown Dancers was won by Abe Piedra from Alamogordo, NM. Lynda Sanchez from Lincoln, NM won the Nativity Set and Wooden Cross donated by DJ Jewelry in Ruidoso, NM. Minnie Pino from Tularosa, NM won the Pendleton Blanket donated by the Morin Family in memory of Evelyn Pellman Breuninger. The Karen Salazar Painting and Gourd was won by Our Lady of Guadalupe in San Diego, CA. Benito Garcia from Las Vegas, NM won the Beaded Medicine Bag made by Dara Shanta. Hortencia Rodriguez from Alamogordo, NM won the Beaded Necklace Set. The Red Bead Necklace Set was won by Steve Pinson from Driftwood, TX. Celia Paz from Tacoma, WA won the Coral Pendent Necklace Set donated by Hazel Spottedbird. Dorothy Aldrich from Roswell, NM won the Silver Cross and Turquoise Necklace made by Doris Walters.


The funds raised in this year’s raffle will be used to help us to continue this important restoration work. Once again many people sent in extra donation amounts with their tickets totaling $6,798. A big thank you to all of you!

Our next fundraiser will be our gift quality calendars. If you were lucky enough to purchase one in the past, you are aware how beautiful the photographs were. This year again they are fantastic. The calendar will be available mid to late November at a cost of $15.00 plus $3.00 for shipping and handling. We will send them anywhere in the US for that price, so if you need a gift for someone that has everything, this will be perfect.
 


Too often we overlook people who have helped the Restoration Project throughout the years. One such couple was the late Richard and Stephanie (Fanny) Saenz. In the very beginning of the project Pete Mold, an historic stone building preservation expert from England, came to help us get the project started on the right foot. He and Brother Peter Boegel, OFM soon discovered that the perfect sand for the project came from the dry creek bed that ran through the Saenz property. Without hesitation they granted us permission to get sand anytime that we needed it. 


Both Richard and Fanny were born and raised in Bent, NM and were married by Father Albert Braun, OFM, builder of the church. The two were married over fifty years. They were lifelong members of Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in Bent, which is our Mission Church. They were marodomos many times throughout the years working tirelessly to help improve and keep the church building in good shape. They raised five children, Virginia (Mendoza), Richard, Adeline (Thomas), Lucile (Sanchez) and Paul J. We give them and their children a big heartfelt thanks.  

Now that the crew is back inside for the winter they have been finishing up the southwest interior wall where they left off last spring when they moved outside for the summer. This work is going quickly and is giving our trainee, Gilbert Garcia some extensive repointing finishing work experience. This area of the wall will be completed soon allowing the crew to move on into the last alcove. Once the alcove is completed the entire nave of the church will be totally restored marking yet another milestone for the project. Tommy Spottedbird, our Co-Director/Foreman will move some of the crew into what the original blueprints titled as the priest’s sacristy and restroom. Currently we are using this room as our equipment room. The room currently being used as the sacristy for both the priest and laypeople was titled as the acolyte’s sacristy. As of now we have no plans to put a restroom in the building. In the past we have explored options that include a detached restroom behind the bell tower.

On the first Sunday in July The Most Reverend Ricardo Ramirez, CSB, the Bishop of the Diocese of Las Cruces came to honor Sr. Juanita Little, OSF for her 60th anniversary as a Franciscan Sister. Our pastor, Father Paul Botenhagen, OFM and Ben Blake our choir director and traditional medicine man gave Sr. Juanita a deeply powerful and moving traditional Mescalero Apache Blessing. One tradition is placing a Pendleton blanket on the ground and people put in money for the person being blessed. Fr. Paul gathered up the blanket and presented it in the Mescalero Apache way by handing it to her and then pulling it back to him four times.  

 

Since 1998 we have raised $2,127,139 for the restoration of St. Joseph Apache Mission church and Veterans’ Memorial. Of that amount 49% came from private foundation grants, 7% from non-profit group grants, 23% from individuals, 13% through our stewardship program and the remaining 8% came from fundraising activities along with interest earned. The Stewardship Program of people who donate monthly, our “Restoration Heroes” have contributed $286,432 since that program began in May 2003. Our total expenses to date add up to $2,084,140. Seventy-two percent of these funds have been used for labor and training expenses. As of October 31, 2012 the balance in the restoration fund was $52,398. Income from this reporting period (May1,2012-October 31,2012) was $104,918 and expenses were $94,975. In-Kind value from donations of time and services for this period was $47,490. In-Kind value from donations of time and services since the project began has been $1,285,625. We could not have accomplished as much as we have without all who have donated their time and talents to the project.
Since 1998 we have received grants or major donations from: the Stockman Family Foundation, Katherine D. Ortega through the Vanguard Charitable Endowment Program, the Frank J. Lewis Foundation, the William R. and Virginia Hayden Foundation, the Robert and Evelyn McKee Foundation, the Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation, the John and Katherine Naudin Foundation, the Burkitt Foundation (through the El Paso Community Foundation), the Rayonier Foundation, the Johnston-Lemon Group, Inc., the Chatlos Foundation, the LEF Foundation, the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the L.J. Skaggs and Mary C. Skaggs Foundation, the Daniels Fund, the Greater Houston Community Foundation, the Kerr Foundation, the Native Plant Society Otero Chapter, The Kay & Ray Denkhoff Fund through the Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund, T&M Braum Foundation, BOS Foundation, the Franciscan Friars of the Saint Barbara Province, CA, Saints Simon & Jude Parish in Huntington Beach, CA, St. John Neumann Parish, Lubbock, TX, the late Cecil Russell, the late Clarence & Virginia Brown, David & Deedee Tremblay, Joseph & Barbara Kelly, Paul & the late Carmen Brusuelas, Sue Koepp, Jeffrey & Marie Spara, the late Louis Burleson, Barrett & Patty Covington, David & Mary Serna, Felix & Nance Dupuy, the late Michael Pulice, Jesus & Rosario Ontiveros, Angela Jessee, William & Martha Murphy, Justin & Anna-Marie Roach, Richard & Mary Sue Mackey, Colin & Cecile Archibald, Paul & Marie Burgess, Bruce & Helen Klinekole, Michael Sell, Rose & the late Keith Miller, and the Estate of Benjamin Vaitus. 
As for the next one and a half years we plan to continue raising funds to complete the restoration. We will also be raising funds for some additional beatification projects such as the stained glass entryway to the confessional, the new flagpole seating area and a new sign. The stained glass will mostly be clear beveled glass with the hand of God pouring out a stream of living water onto cattails. The flag pole seating area will be round and constructed from sandstone to match the church with a three-quarter life-size bronze sculpture of Apaches and Fr. Albert Braun, OFM, builder of the church, reaching up holding the flagpole. This will be in honor of those who have served to protect the people and our country. The sign at the bottom of the road needs to be updated. Tommy Spottedbird will be leading the building of this project next summer. The design calls for using the clay tile we used on the church as a roof to protect the sign, we also will be using sandstone to match the church and solar lighting. The artists are working on their renditions of these areas and once they are completed we will publish them as a tool to attract interested people and foundations to fund these three projects. 
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We are also beginning to organize our traditional blessing feast to mark the completion of the restoration project. The public will be invited and we will be acknowledging some important supporters of the project over the years. So far we have received a donation to have four teepees made. Some kitchen items have also been donated. Although we have just started we are keeping the funds separate from the actual restoration project funds. Feasts are very expensive, just imagine the cost of a four day wedding (without liquor) complete with providing two meals a day to whomever attends and that will give you a small idea of the cost, organization and work. 
Lastly we will be establishing an endowment fund to insure that the building continues to be supported and maintained in the future.

Fall Crew: Martin Pizarro, Tommy Spottedbird, Mary Serna, Gilbert Garcia, Nikona Hosetosavit and Jeffrey Mendez
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